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Environment, Climate Change and Land Reform Committee 

Environmental impacts of salmon farming 

Written submission from Professor Eric Verspoor, University of the Highlands 

and Islands following the Committee’s evidence session on 30 January 2018 

I have been contacted by the Director - Salmon and Trout Conservation Scotland, 
with regard to a concern that my comment on a river population on the West Coast 
of Scotland might be used to support the view that stocking of West Coast rivers is 
the solution to any farm impacts.  As this was not the point I was making, at his 
request, I would like to add the following qualification to what I said to make sure that 
the Committee is not inclined or persuaded to see it that way based on what I said. 

The study that I referred to does not in any way address or answer this question. 

There is no evidence at this point that stocking would be the answer and indeed 

what general evidence does exist would suggest that stocking has a higher likelihood 

of making the situation worse.   On the river I was referring to, the catch data indicate 

that the number of salmon in the period from 2004-2014 are higher than any other 10 

year period back to 1952.  This increase is not caused by the presence of farm 

salmon or due to the implementation of catch and release (i.e. because of double or 

triple counting of fish caught one or more times).  While the river is subject to 

stocking, it remains to be established is whether the historical highs are attributable 

to the stocking carried out or due to an increased return of wild spawned 

salmon.  Neither can at this point be ruled out.  My point to the Committee was that 

historical highs in an area of salmon farming, whether they reflect stocking or not, is 

unexpected if the farming has a universally negative impact.  Though I did not 

mention it, equally interesting and worthy of investigation is the reason for a the 

decline in catches in 2015 and 2016 as well as the alternating high low values in 

alternate years in 2010. This could, as Peter Cunningham believes, reflect sea lice 

effects.  In any case, there is a unique opportunity to learn more about the impacts of 

stocking as well as salmon farms on a populations.   In the latter case, what is 

different between 2004-2010 and the last few years, and is this related to changes in 

farming, stocking or natural factors. 

 

 


